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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Verax.--Many complaints reach us of the improper advantages which public
vaccinators take of their position. We saw this evil when the Act passed,
and felt convinced that it would give rise to much ill-feeling, and be the
means of seriously interfering with the benefits which the Act might other-
wise have conferred. It was a mistake to leave the appointments in the
hands of the guardians, who too frequently exercise their power in a most
unwarrantable manner. The remedy is clear: all qualified practitioners
in every district should have the option of becoming vaccinators under the
Act. This would put a stop to such favouritism and jobbery as that de-
tailed by Verax. The Act, to be of service, must enlist the good wishes and
co-operation of the entire medical profession.

An Old Subscriber.-Mayne’s "Lexicon."
Bark and Bite.-We are informed, on good authority, that in consequence of

the late disreputable proceeding at the Royal Medical and Chirurgical
Society, several gentlemen intending to become candidates for admission
have withdrawn their names.

A Neighbour.-Such conduct is highly unprofessional. The party is known
to us.

,A. G. H.-The licentiate and extra-licentiate of the College of Physicians is
styled "Dr." It is a title of courtesy, but universally admitted. The

College, however, have no power to confer the degree of Doctor of Medicine,
which can be obtained only at an university.

THE CLASSICAL AND MATHEMATICAL SCHOLA-RSHIP AT ST. THOMAS’S
HOSPITAL.

To the  Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-As there is an important principle in question, I crave the favour of a

small space in your columns whilst I notice the letter of " A Student" of St.
Thomas’s Hospital, in your journal of last week.
Now that the erratum in the preceding number has been corrected, it will

be seen that, contrary to his assumption, we differ in toto with respect to the
limitation of the age of the candidates for this scholarship. I take the view
acknowledged and enforced at all our schools and universities; but "A Student"
entertains the exceptional, and an almost singular one he has expressed, that
this rule should not apply at his hospital school. Let your readers judge and
decide for themselves. Let me, however, far distant from the scene of action,
ask him, on the spot, what were the respective ages of the gentlemen who
competed for the scholarship? Be the number five, ten, or twenty, was Mr.
Stone, possessed of an Oxford degree in Arts, and, as rumour has it, a first-
class man into the bargain, whose coczduet in this matter, (not for one moment
impugned by me,) I am sorry to find, "A Student" deems it necessary to
justify, older by some years than the other, or was he not ? I take it for
granted that he must be at least twenty-three or twenty-four, while students
in general notoriously enter at the hospitals under twenty. Has he not neces-

sarily been engaged in studying, almost exclusively, the very subjects involved
in the prize up to the present time ? And if even this could be said of the
others, are they, so much his juniors, at all upon equal terms-the pre-sup-
posed ground or condition of all fair competion ?
The other prizes, or scholarships, alluded to bear no analogy to this one,

and therefore any argument from them docs not apply. But with them, too,
I certainly consider that the rule in respect of age should be observed.
In closing this subject, I say again that I am surprised that a man with a

degree from the University of Oxford should go in for a prize of this nature,
incorrectly designated by the "Student" the matriculation examination, so
long after he had really matriculated at his former Alma Mater. This opinion,
I have reason to know, is not confined to myself.
As to the vaticination that " the science of medicine will be advanced" by

Mr. Stone, I sincerely hope time will prove "A Student" to be a true prophet.
Can he illustrate this idea by the present able staff of his own hospital ? I
trow not.

I remain, Sir, your obedient, humble servant,
November, 1853. YOUR CORRESPONDENT.

Inquirendo shall receive a private note.
An M.D. Edin.-If our correspondent wishes to be admitted a fellow of the
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, he must get his passport vis&eacute; at the
Club in Pall-mall.

C, E. H. Z.-The person mentioned in our correspondent’s note died some
months since. The business is being carried on by another individual
under the same name.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Knowing that your pages are always open to expose the wrongs of
students, I take the liberty of addressing you upon one which, if reformed,
would give universal satisfaction.
At this (University) and other colleges there are, as you are aware, prizes

given at the end of the session for those who are most proficient in their respec-
tive classes; but what I complain of is, that the first year’s men have to com-
pete with the thirds. This is not at all fair ; and I know that there are many
who would willingly enter the ranks, but are deterred from doing so in conse- ’,
quence of their having to compete with those of older date.
Now, what I would suggest is, that there should be two separate classes for

examination-one for the second and third year’s men, the other for the first;
and I am perfectly convinced that it is the fairest, and the one which would
give the most satisfaction.
Trusting that this may be of some use in reforming this abuse,

I remain, Sir, yours, &c.,
University College, Nov. 1853. AN UNIVERSITY STUDENT.

Studens.-The pension awarded to medical officers in the East India Com-
pany’s Service may be obtained at the end of twenty-one years.

M.B.-A written examination at the College of Surgeons is only resorted to
in eases where the vivd voce test is not satisfactory.

An Union Surgeon.-Future contracts for vaccination must be in accordance
with Lord Lyttelton’s Act. That Act does not interfere with contracts at

present in force.
Dr. T. K. Chambers would oblige by forwarding to us the paper containing

the article in question.

A Victim.-Such is the state of the laws which relate to the medical profes-
sion, that there is no means of reaching such impostors. Any man may
call himself a surgeon, and practise as such, without the slightest qualifica-
tion, and without any fear of punishment. The College of Physicians is

supine with respect to the infringements of the law regarding physicians,
and exhausts what little energy it has in petty attacks upon rival institutions,
leaving the quacks and impostors to cheat and plunder with impunity.

A VorCE FROM ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

 SIR,-In the prospectus set forth by the above-named institution, we are
deluded to believe that, upon the payment of fifteen guineas, we are allowed
to attend " surgical practice" for six months, and, I presume, to receive some
little instruction. I will now describe what occurs almost daily. In the
prospectus the hours of attendance are stated to be-lklr. Lloyd, Monday and
Thursday, half-past twelve; Mr. Lawrence, Tuesday and Friday, at one; Mr.
Stanley, Wednesday and Friday, at one. These gentlemen generally make
their appearance about fifteen minutes to two. At twenty-five minutes past
two we are compelled to quit the wards, in order to attend the Anatomical
lecture, thus leaving, on an average, forty minutes instead of one hour and a
half or rwo hours. But this is not the worst of it. When in the wards we
learn nothing; the surgeon goes to a bed, (followed by the students, a fraction
of whom manage to catch a glimpse of the patient,) prescribes something, and
with indescribable rapidity proceed to another, and thus through ward after
ward. As you may easily imagine, when we make our exit, we are as ignorant
as when we entered; nor have we an opportunity to examine the cases and
treatment, it being against the rules to remain in a ward after the departure
of the surgeon.

Surely this should not exist. If the surgeons are too much occupied with
their private practice, let some competent person be appointed to give us
clinical instruction.

November, 1853. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

REFORMER.November, 1853. REFORMER.

Veritas.-It surely cannot be expected that any gentleman would settle in the
Croydon district merely to become vaccinator to the union! If he did, it
would be the fault of the resident medical practitioners if he got a single
case to vaccinate. The guardians must learn to treat medical gentlemen
with something like courtesy; and whatever may be the remuneration de-
cided upon, at all events they are not to be regarded as servants " waiting
to be hired." If Mr. Tipple signed the bond, it is not to his credit that he
afterwards accepted an appointment.

AMPUTATION IN UTERO.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I wish to make you acquainted with a fact. I have a patient with a
white swelling of the knee-joint. She has been in the hospital here. Some-
thing was mentioned to the mother of this patient about amputation ; the
mother was pregnant at this time, and when the child was delivered it was
found to have a perfectly amputated arm, the operation having been naturally
performed midway between the wrist and elbow. In every respect the child
is well formed. This being another instance of the power of mind over matter,
I think it my duty to give you this short history of the case, and leave your
readers to form their own conclusions.

I am, Sir, yours very sincerely,
Nottingham, Nov, 1853. W. YATES, Surgeon, &c.

THE " address" from forty-seven medical practitioners of Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, testifying their approval of the conduct of Dr. Gavin ; shall be piib-
lished next week.

A. B.-Mr. White, of Manchester, was one of the first surgeons who performed
the operation. It has since been repeatedly resorted to, and in many cases
with complete success.

Junior.-Constitutional and ’’moral" treatment might possibly produce bene-
ficial results.

THE letter of Quiz cannot be inserted.

SANITARY REGULATIONS IN SCOTLAND.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,- In Nos. 17 and 18 of the current volume of THE LAN-OM you urge the
necessity of the appointment of a Government Cholera Commission. The
reasons you assign for this are, I fear, somewhat problematical. There seems
a strong analogy betwixt the laws which influence the potato disease" and
those which seem to affect cholera. Now, all the scientific talent which has
been brought to bear upon the former has failed m leading to any useful con-
elusion. My object, however, in troubling you with this note is to make a
suggestion of a simpler and less expensive character, and, so far as Scotland is
concerned, of an useful nature-viz., the appointment of a Government in-
spector or inspectors (permanent), to keep in force the judicious sanitary regu-
lations lately issued by the Board of Health, and also those relating to lodging-
houses. 1 feel certain this would be acceptable to the majority of the people
in Scotland.

- Yours, &c.,
November, 1853. AN AYRSHIRE SURGEON.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from - Dr. Cogswell;
Dr. Hector Gavin, (Dundee;) An Old Subscriber; Mr. W. P. Kirkman;
Mr. W. Yates, (Nottingham;) Mr. H. G. Boura; Mr W. Knight; Mr. J.
Carroll, (Glenties, with enclosure;) Mr. J. Billington, (Hull;) Mr. E. Wood,
(Brighton, with enclosure;) Mr. J. Vaux, (Macclesfield;) Mr. H. Horsell;
Mr. A. Maybury, (Emsworth;) Mr. Waddington, (Margate;) A Reader;
Mr. Brand, (3rd Lancashire Militia;) An University Student; Mr. Statham;
L.; Dr. David Nelson, (Birmingham;) Dr. T. K. Chambers; Mr. Joseph
Walker, (Burslem;) Mr. Milton: Mr. Mahomed; Junior; F.R.C.S.; Mr. G.
Boddington; Mr. G. Schofield; Mr. Gibson, (Newcastle-upon-Tyne;) Dr.
Nicholson, (Redditch;) C. E. H. Z.; Veritas; An Assistant-Surgeon in a
Militia Regiment; Dr. Lee; Verax; Bark and Bite; A Neighbour; M.B.;
An M.D. Edin.; Studens; An Union Surgeon; A. G. H.; A Victim; A. B.;
Quiz; Inquirendo; Your Correspondent; An University Surgeon; Re-

former ; &c. &c.


